
 

 

Elementary Specialist Model Recommendation 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What was the process for developing a recommended specialist model? 

 A workgroup comprised with representatives from nearly every elementary school was formed 
to develop a recommended specialist model. [Four key aspects were considered throughout 
the process including: operating with our current budget climate, providing a consistent 
experience for students, maximizing instructional time by minimizing transitions and supporting 
the district's academic goals.] The group included individuals from each specialist group (Health 
& Fitness, Music, Library, Art, Science, Band & Strings) as well as classroom teachers, principals, 
parents, and central office staff. A survey was administered to staff and parents in December, 
as well as student focus groups and the workgroup used that information to develop 
recommended models that were shared at community forums in January. Input from the 
community forums was then used to guide revisions that resulted in the workgroup’s final 
recommendation.   

What were the key parameters for developing a recommended model? 

 Workgroup members utilized the following parameters for developing a recommended 
specialist model: operates within current budget climate, provides a consistent district model, 
minimizes transitions and maximizes instructional minutes, and supports district’s academic 
goals 

How did the workgroup revise their recommendation after collecting input? 

 The workgroup used input from students, staff and families to develop a variety of elementary 
specialist options. Through a collaborative effort the workgroup identified three models to 
share at the community forums. After the community forums, the workgroup utilized input to 
revise the options into the final recommendation. The final recommendation was approved by 
the workgroup with 95% of the group voting in support of the models shown.   

How will buildings determine which specialist option they will use? 

 Each school will administer a common survey, developed centrally for consistency, to collect 
input from staff and parents regarding their preferred specialist option. Principals will use the 
input from the survey to identify the school’s specialist model.   

Why do the specialist offerings differ between grade levels? 

 The specialist offerings differ by grade level to balance a holistic set of experiences for students 
and the opportunity to offer an enhanced specialist experience for art or science at the 
intermediate level depending on the unique strengths and needs of individual schools.  

 

 



 

 

Will the recommended specialist model result in students not being taught a content area? 

 It is essential to note that the specialist model outlines the delivery model for content and not 
whether or not a content will be taught to students. All elementary content areas will be 
provided to students by a classroom teacher or specialist. 

If a school selects to have an art specialist for grades 3-5, what are the expectations for science? 

 Schools with an art specialist for grades 3-5 will address science standards in the general 
classroom. Classroom teachers will grade the science standards. Art Specialists will grade the 
art standards, with classroom teachers integrating art standards with other content as 
applicable.  

If a school selects to have a science specialist for grades 3-5, what are the expectations for art? 

 Schools with a science specialist for grades 3-5 will address art standards in the general 
classroom. Classroom teachers will grade the art standards. Science Specialists will grade the 
science standards, with classroom teachers integrating science standards with other content as 
applicable, i.e. informational text that is focused on the phenomena being explored in the 
science classroom.  

What are the required instructional minutes for classroom teachers given the proposed specialist offerings? 

 There are a significant number of standards for classroom teachers to address on an annual 
basis. Each classroom teacher will work with their grade level team and principal to outline the 
use of available instructional minutes given the school’s specialist model and individual 
classroom needs. Spokane Public Schools will provide suggested guidelines for instructional 
minutes; however, student needs and levels of content integration will be a primary factor in 
utilizing instructional minutes for specific content areas.  

Is this going to happen for the 2020-2021 school year? 

 The recommended elementary specialist model will be implemented pending the restoration of 
specialist time reduced for the 2019-2020 school year. The decision to restore specialist time 
will be contingent on 2020-2021 budget development and approval process.  

How do students select a specialist offering when options are offered for 5th grade? 

 In preparation for staffing and developing a school schedule, students in 4th grade will register 
each spring for one of the three music ensemble choices available at their building. This will 
involve students completing a registration form and selecting their preferred choice. School 
scheduling teams will use student registration numbers to inform necessary staffing levels and 
development of the school schedule. 

How do students select a specialist offering when options are offered for 6th grade? 

 In preparation for staffing and developing a school schedule, students in 5th will register each 
spring for one of the three choices (band, strings, *exploratory arts) available at their building. 
This will involve students completing a registration form and selecting their preferred choice. 
School scheduling teams will use student registration numbers to inform necessary staffing 



 

 

levels and development of the school schedule. Exploratory Art is a class where students get to 
explore multiple modes of expression through various art forms.  Experiences will be anchored 
in creativity and the artistic process.  

 

How will the band and strings program work? 

 Carol Pederson, the district’s Visual and Performing Arts Coordinator, will work with a 
representative group of stakeholders to finalize logistics, pending the restoration of the 
elementary school day. 

What flexibility will schools have based on the specialist model they select? 

 The elementary specialist options are intended to promote a consistent and equitable 
experience for students. Each individual school will utilize their selected model to create a 
schedule pending available facility space and other logistics such as school size. 

What if a school does not have space to accommodate their specialist offerings? 

 Each school faces unique challenges related to their facility and available space for reducing 
class sizes and dedicated areas for specialist offerings. Principals will use their school’s specialist 
model to guide the development of a schedule that ensures a quality learning environment 
within their facility capacity. This may require adjustments to the school’s specialist model.  

How long will the building stay with the option they select and what will happen when 6th grade is moved to 
the middle school level? 

 The recommendation is intended to establish a consistent elementary specialist model that 
supports student learning. Collecting input and monitoring progress will be an important focus 
moving forward. Schools will have the option to re-evaluate the model as they prepare for the 
6th grade transition to the middle school in the Fall of 2022. At that time, a workgroup will 
convene to evaluate the model and ensure the recommendation aligns with a K-5 grade 
configuration.  

What is the scope & sequence of the 21st century library specialist? 

 A representative workgroup has started the process of outlining a 21st century library model for 
Spokane Public Schools in grades K-12. This will involve collecting input from staff and students. 
All elementary schools will implement the library model, which will articulate a consistent 
purpose, scope and sequence.  

Does this impact Option Programs like Montessori? 

 No, the recommended elementary specialist model will be implemented in neighborhood 
elementary schools. Options programs will continue to align their programming to match the 
specific design of their school. 

 

 



 

 

How will the total minutes for each specialist area be scheduled? 

 Principals will work with staff to identify how the total minutes for each specialist area will be 
allocated within the school day.  This will involve factors such as available facility space and 
other factors such as student needs, school size, and teacher prep time.  

What type of training will be provided for specialist and classroom teachers? 

 Developing a consistent specialist model that will be used in all elementary schools will provide 
the opportunity to create a consistent scope and sequence. This will outline responsibilities 
related to addressing specific standards and grading. This scope and sequence will then be used 
to provide targeted professional development for both specialists and classroom teachers.  

How will combo classes impact the specialist schedule? 

 Combo classrooms are staffed at the same rate as traditional classrooms; often they receive the 
specialist offering of the most dominant age group or the most advanced grade but ultimately 
will be decided on a case by case basis. School staff will take these variables into consideration 
when developing master schedules. 

How are specialists assigned? 

 Staffing is allocated based on enrollment and number of classrooms. Specialists are then 
assigned to specific schools based on continuity and contract language. Key considerations are 
taken to minimize travel for staff and fostering of community, while also being fiscally 
responsible. 

 

 


